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Contributed by Harrison 

Description: Great Cypress Swamp is Burning

Date: July 10 1908

Source: newspaper archives

Gumboro, Delaware, July 9, 1908

Swathed in columns of heavy smoke and crossed with ridges of flames, the big Cypress Swamp, often called the Northern Everglades, caught fire yesterday and is today burning at it height. The Swamp which is over fifteen miles long and seven miles across is composed of the tangled vegetation peculiar to swamps, while in many places big old cypress trees raise above their dismal surroundings. Few men have ever succeeded in going through it and unless there is a heavy rain of several days to fall, there is very little chance of doing anything to stop the fire. This swamp is full of valuable timber and today, Dr. Gum, and a large force of men,are doing what they can to try fight the flames but with little success. The subterranean passages running through the swamp forest allow the flames to dart underground making a perfect flue and keeping the fire as hot as any furnace could do. 
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